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The supercontinent Pannotia (Dalziel et al.,1994) was assem-
bled during the latest Precambrian as a result of the Pan-African
and Cadomian orogenies. Both Gondwana and Baltica were in-
cluded in this supercontinent. The Cadomian orogeny in Gond-
wanian Europe is a continuation of the Precambrian Pan-Afri-
can event. This orogeny caused deformation and magmatic events
of terranes from Iberia through Armorica, Saxoturingian zone in
Germany, Bohemian, Brunovistulicum and Matopolska mas-
sives, Carpathians to the Transcaucasus area (Golonka, 2000).
The Baltica (Eastern Europe) might have collided with the Ca-
domian part of Gondwana during the Vendian time causing de-
formation in the Timan area and proto-Uralian area. The Pechora-
Timan belt and fragments of Ural, Novaya Zemlya and Taimyr
are equivalent of the Cadomian belt. The discussion about the
Baltican or Gondwanian affinities of Brunovistulicum and
Matopolska Terranes is perhaps irrelevant. Gondwana and Bal-
tica formed one supercontinent, separation took place around
the Precambrian-Cambrian boundary. The Cambrian could dis-
play characteristics of both Baltica and Peri-Gondwana. The
MT and BV terranes could have had a the different location
within Peri-Gondwanian or Avalonian realm as well as different
Early Paleozoic history. Together they joined the Continent of
Laurussia prior to the Variscan orogeny.

Advanced seafloor spreading occurred in the Iapetus-
-Tornquist ocean between Baltica and Gondwana during
the Cambrian time. Baltica moved northward and rotated.
The south-dipping subduction developed along the central mar-
gin of Gondwana in Late Cambrian - Early Ordovician time. It
caused the onset of rifting of the Avalonian terranes (Golonka,
2000). Avalonia probably started to rift from Gondwana and
move towards Baltica in the Late Tremadocian and was in a drift
stage by the Llanvirnian. Avalonia was probably sutured to
Baltica by the end of Ordovician or in the Early Silurian (Torsvik
et al., 1996). The closure of the Tornquist Sea was dominated
by a strike-slip suturing of the two continents, rather than by
full-scale continent-continent collision.

Between Gondwana and Avalonia, a large longitudinal oce-
anic unit, known as the Rheic Ocean was formed. After the col-
lision of Avalonia with Baltica the southward dipping subduc-
tion developed along the new margin of Gondwana. According
to Stampfli et al. (2001) this subduction triggered detachment of
the new Armoric or Gothic group of terranes during the Late
Silurian. At the same time after the complete closure of the Ia-
petus Ocean, the continents of Baltica, Avalonia, and Laurentia
formed the continent of Laurussia. During the Devonian
Gondwana drifted northward and rotated clockwise (Golonka,
2000). The Armoric (Gothic) terranes began to arrive at the
Laurussia margin during Devonian time. Early to Middle
Devonian convergence is detected in the Mid-German crystal-
line high terrane and in the Bohemian Massif in Central Europe.
Collisional activities were also detected in the Alpine-Carpathian
area. The contact between Laurussia and Gothic terranes marks
the onset of Hercynian orogeny. The Bohemian, Saxoturingian
and Matopolska High domains (Lewandowski, 1998) moved
along the strike-slip faults towards Laurussia. The Hercynian
orogeny in Europe was a result of collision of several separate
blocks with the Laurussia margin, followed by the involvement
of Gondwana continent. Moesia, Rhodopes and the Alcapa
superterrane which includes Eastern Alps, Inner Carpathian,
Tisa and adjacent terranes, were sutured to the Laurasian arm of
Pangea, while Adria and adjacent terranes were situated near the
Gondwanian (African)arm. Late Carboniferous events were also
marked in the Alps and Carpathians (Rakus et al., 1998). The
basement of most of the plates, which play important role in
the Mesozoic-Cenozoic evolution of the circum-Carpathian area
was formed during the Late Paleozoic collisional events. The
older, Cadomian and Caledonian basement elements experienced
Hercynian tectonothermal overprint.
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