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Orogens or zones of the plate convergence show a great vari-
ability of style in respect of the plate‘s character and their rela-
tive motion. The variability of style is reflected in the variability 
of volcanic phenomena, which is directly related to processes 
in the mantle and deep crust.

The most common model of orogenic volcanism relates vol-
canic activity to the contemporaneous subduction of “oceanic 
crust”. Primary magmas are in this case generated by partial 
melting of metasomatized mantle above the subduction zone. 
Volcanic rocks are generally of the calc-alkali composition. How-
ever, a significant variability from low-K to high-K suites has 
been observed across volcanic arcs and in the succession from 
oceanic arcs to continental margins. Bimodal andesite/rhyolite 
suites are characteristic of evolved arcs and continental margins.

Each subduction is eventually concluded by the slab detach-
ment during arc/continent or continent/continent collision. 
The slab detachment accelerates compensating asthenospheric 
flow, creating conditions for an increased rate of magma produc-
tion, respectively for partial melting of metasomatized lithosphe-
ric mantle. This mechanism of magma generation is important 
especially in the case of subduction in narrow elongated oceanic 
domains, e.g. in the Alpine orogen. Rocks are generally of calc-

-alkali composition, often of high-K and/or adakite type.
A specific case represent orogens with active back arc ex-

tension. Related stretching of lithosphere is compensated by 
the asthenospheric mantle upraise. This upraise, if extensive 

enough, causes decompression partial melting, producing a va-
riety of volcanic rocks depending on the degree of partial melt-
ing and asthenospheric composition. A low degree of partial 
melting during the early stage of back arc extension creates 
alkali basalts, that are replaced by olivine tholeiites and MORB 
type basalts during transition to the newly formed back-arc 
basin. In the case of the back arc extension in the region of con-
tinental crust, basalt magmas are subject to underplating, creat-
ing conditions for generation of anatectic rhyolite magmas and 
characteristic bimodal basalt/rhyolite volcanism.

If the back arc extension affects asthenospheric mantle me-
tasomatized by previous subduction processes (like is the case 
in the Carpatho-Pannonian region) volcanic rocks will be of 
the calc-alkali and/or adakite composition. A thick continental 
crust in the area of the back arc extension causes an early under-
plating and generation of anatectic rhyolite magmas. Later, as 
the crust is thinned progressively owing to the extension, rhyo-
lite volcanism is substituted by the bimodal andesite/rhyolite 
association.

A specific geotectonic regime of the orogen is the late stage 
relaxation and/or orogenic collapse, generally associated with 
the extension environment and thermal rejuvenation. Mantle 
derived magmas invade orogen roots, giving rise to slightly al-
kali anatectic magmas (late orogenic A-type granites). Further 
evolution towards rifting and related bimodal volcanic activity 
is possible.
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There are two major sources of oceanic Li: river input derived 
from weathering of the continental crust (δ6Li = –6 to –32 ‰; 
Huh et al., 1998) and Li introduced by hydrothermal fluids de-
rived from high-temperature alteration of MORB (δ6Li = –9 ‰). 
Provided that the Li mass balance and isotopic composition of 
MORB can be constrained, the isotopic composition of Li in 
sea water is a potential tracer of weathering processes on the 
continents. It has been suggested that Li isotopic composition 
of foraminiferal carbonate can be used as a proxy for the com-
position of the modern and past ocean water (Košler et al., 
2001). 

Herein we present Li isotopic data from 1–10 mg samples 
of fossil planktonic foraminiferal tests of Pulleniatina obliquilo-
culata, Orbulina universa, Globoquadrina venezuelana and Glo-
bigerinoides sacculifer and their host sediments collected from 
the ODP hole 926A at Ceara Rise. The samples were taken from 
32.5 to 304.5 mbsf, corresponding to ages of 1.8 to 15.8 Ma 
(Pleistocene to Middle Miocene). The samples of foraminifers 
were crushed to break open the chambers and ultrasonically and 
chemically cleaned prior to dissolution to avoid contamination 
of foraminiferal carbonate by the host sediment. Isotopic com-
position of Li was measured by quadrupole ICP mass spectrom-
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