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The three main tectonic styles: normal faults, reverse faults and
strike-slip faults can be recognized in up-to-date seismic time- or
depth sections. Main criteria of each one are well described by seve-
ral authors. Seismic examples of the different styles will be presen-
ted. The question is, when no seismic section is available, and the
geologist in the field can only observe small sections of a fault
plane how can he apply the seismic criteria in identifying the tecto-
nic style. I had the opportunity of walking inside a flower structure,
which is the main indicator of strike-slip movements. It happened in
the Massif Centrale of France, where the brook Bonheur, having its

source in the granite massif of Mont Aigoual, reaching its contact
with the Devonian limestone, disappears. Its underground passage is
800 m long and when it reaches the surface again ina 100 to 120 m
deep gully, it is called the Bramabiau— meaning the sound of bell-
ing stags — as water rushes out from the cave. Several photos will be
presented to prove that the features of this cave fulfil the criteria of
strike-slip movement. As the route of water penetrating limestone
surfaces and causing karst phenomena is controlled by tectonics, we
can use the inverse route: deduce the style of tectonic movements
from the characteristics of karst phenomena.



